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AGENDA
SPECIAL MEETING – CLARKFIELD CITY COUNCIL

Monday, September 11, 2017 – 5:00 PM

City Hall Meeting Room



	

	Mayor: Jeff Lobdell

	Council Members: Emily Bruflat, Jerry Kaupang, Dale Stringer Jr., Sue Fritz

	Staff Present:  Amanda Luepke – City Administrator

	Others Present:  Jana Suckow, Leo Kuehl, Karla Fischer, Dale Stringer III, Sue Jans, Stacy Jacobson, Hazel Hansen, Pam Smith, Marlin Satre, Robert Schneller, Jim Sopland, Ashley Jorgenson, Julie Londgren, Shari McNamara, Gene Kockelman, Kyle Klausing

	1.0
	Call to Order

	2.0
	Pledge of Allegiance

	3.0
	Roll Call

	4.0
	Public Comments

Comments received from citizens may be placed on a future meeting agenda for consideration.  Comments shall be limited to 5 minutes per person. 

· Administrator Luepke presented a letter to the council. 
· Leo Kuehl addressed the Mayor asking what kind of structure the public meeting would uphold.  Mayor Lobdell stated that the audience would be able to comment throughout the meeting as well as comments were precise and relevant. 

	5.0
	Care Center

Administrator Luepke stated a potential lawsuit to brought to the liaisons and administrator’s attention Friday, September 1, 2017 by an employee of the care center.  The employee wanted to give the council the chance to remedy the situation before it went to lawsuit.  At the September 5, 2017 Council meeting it was directed that the Council liaisons for the care center and Administrator meet with the city attorney.  The employee suggested remedy is not the management company but the current care center administrator.  This was discussed with the city attorney and she stated that there is risk to the city due to the care center administrator’s learning process.  The city attorney also was concerned with the department head meeting that was held on September 6, 2017 and that the current care center administrator sat in that meeting.  If there was concerns, the department heads cannot voice their opinions that evening.  There was also discussion on the channels in which the meeting was requested.  The department head meeting was not requested through the council appointed individuals or the city administrator.  The care center administrator requested a meeting with the Mayor.  The concern comes in when an additional councilmember who is not appointed to the care center was requested to attend.  The city attorney stated that the council-appointed liaisons should be made aware of meetings dealing with the care center.  It was stated that is not law, but suggested.  Luepke brought forward a formal recommendation from our financial advisor in regards the care center. Luepke updated the council on a meeting that the liaisons had with Ecumen regarding to the current care center administrator and there are no plans the replace the administrator.  The liaisons were made aware of a phone number employees can call to voice concerns or complaints.  The city attorney was made aware of the complaint and lawsuit and stated that she would not recommend deciding to terminate the contract solely on that information but to look at the whole picture of the situation with the care center to determine the future. Discussion took place on the financial situation and the bond payment structure.  Mayor Lobdell stated that there should be an investigation on the situation.  Luepke will follow up with Ecumen.   The care center liaison committee made a recommendation to terminate the contract with 120-day written notice. Mayor Lobdell voiced the concern with the price of the “request for proposal” increasing due to not having a management company no longer in affect.  Mayor Lobdell made a motion to hold off until the “request for proposals” are received and reviewed, 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried.  The council will be thinking about how to handle the “request for proposals” and the structure to review the proposals. 

	6.0
	Adjourn Meeting

Motion to adjourn by Mayor Lobdell, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried. 


