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MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING – CLARKFIELD CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 – 7:00 PM

City Hall Meeting Room

.

	

	Mayor: Jeff Lobdell

	Council Members: Emily Bruflat, Jerry Kaupang, Dale Stringer Jr., Sue Fritz

	Staff Present:  Amanda Luepke, City Administrator, Shari McNamara, Care Center Executive Director

	Others Present:  Dale Stringer III, Hazel Hansen, Marsha Flattum, Jana Suckow, Katie Kaatz, Troy Bruflat,  Alex Sina

	1.0
	Call to Order at 7:00 PM

	2.0
	Pledge of Allegiance

	3.0
	Roll Call

	4.0
	Citizen Comments

Comments received from citizens may be placed on a future meeting agenda for consideration.  Comments shall be limited to 5 minutes per person. 

· Clarkfield Cardinal Days
Katie Kaatz and Troy Bruflat addressed the Council regarding Clarkfield Cardinal Days coming up on July 15th.  They asked the Council if they can have free swim again from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  They also asked if the band can play until Midnight, along with allowing alcohol in North Park during the dance.  The band would be inside the dog park.  Motion by Mayor Lobdell to allow free swim, the band to play until Midnight and to make an exception to allow alcohol on city property for the event.  2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried. 

	5.0
	Council Liaison Updates
Care Center (Councilmember Stringer, Jr & Councilmember Kaupang) – Councilmember Stringer, Jr and Administrator Luepke attended the Care Center Board meeting on April 21, 2017.
Library (Councilmember Fritz) – The library had some donations from citizens.  Councilmember Fritz updated the Council on the seed exchange program. 
EDA (Councilmember  Fritz & Councilmember Bruflat) – Councilmember Bruflat updated the Council that Kathy Koetter addressed the EDA Board on the Daycare in initiative.  There was an interested individual that addressed the EDA to present a business plan for the Café and another interested individual toured the Café.  The Lions presented the EDA with a donation check, in which they matched funds, along with F & M Bank.  The donation is greatly appreciated. 
HA Hagg Taskforce (Councilmember Stringer, Jr. & Councilmember Fritz) – The taskforce received an estimated on demo of the building.  The taskforce is looking into grants for demo and redevelopment. They are currently airing out the school to start the process to save the west gym.

	6.0
	Consent Agenda

The following items are considered non-controversial by staff and are recommended to be read and passed in one motion.  Any council person, staff, citizen, or meeting attendee can request one or more items be to pulled from the Consent Agenda can the item will be pulled and addressed immediately after the passage of the Consent Agenda; otherwise, the following items will be passed in one motion:

	6.1
	             Consideration of Additions to the Agenda

There are no additions to the agenda.

	6.2
	             Consideration to Approve the Payment of Bills

Councilmember Kaupang and Councilmember Stringer, Jr.  looked over bills.

ACH - $365.67 (4.19.2017)

Fire - $644.43 (4.19.2017)

TAX - $8,048.49 (4.19.2017)

GF – 30,817.15 (4.19.2017)

ACH – $846.80 (4.26.2017)

Fire - $5,920.67 (4.26.2017)

GF – 17,812.54 (4.26.2017)

Library - $305.32 (4.26.2017)


	6.3
	Consideration to Approve City Council Minutes from April 18, 2017

Motion to approve the consent agenda by Councilmember Stringer, Jr. 2nd by Councilmember Bruflat.  Motion carried. 

	7.0
	Consideration of items removed from the Consent Agenda for Discuss

	8.0
	Reports

	8.3
	             Deputy Sheriff Report – Deputy Sheriff Jensen presented the Police report findings to the Council.  The City has been pretty quiet.  

	8.4
	             Care Center Report – Care Center Executive Director McNamara addressed the Council to let them know that the Director of Nursing, Stacy Jacobson started Monday, May 1, 2017.  The Care Center was a 5-star facility which has dropped.  The new Director of Nursing will get us back to 5-star.  Travis is the interim maintenance person while Jeff Bailey is out.  Tom Kooiman, Granite Falls Health Administrator, got back to Director McNamara in regards to the Clinic opportunity and with all the irons in the fire, Granite Falls Health would like to revisit the opportunity in the fall.  The operating expenses are in the whole a little over $3,000.00.  The Care Center had some injuries last month with staff members.

	8.5
	             City Administrator’s Report – Administrator Luepke updated the Council regarding the interviews for the temporary financial assistant.  Administrator Luepke hired Mariah Skjefte.  The auditors are in the office Tuesday, May 2 to Thursday, May 4, 2017.  The City-Wide Clean-up is on Saturday, May 6, 2017.  Administrator Luepke is working on getting people in place for the summer months for the pool, summer rec, and the public works department; as well as looking into the Green Thumb program as Councilmember Stringer, Jr has shown interest in mowing for the City.  Administrator Luepke is attending a training on Thursday, May 4, 2017 along with the League’s new clerk training June 14-June 16, 2017.  Administrator Luepke spoke with the Superintendent for the YME school district in regards to the property north of the old school building for the use of daycare.  Administrator Luepke is looking for an motion to write a formal proposal for the property.  The said dollar amount for the property is $1.00.  Motion to write a formal proposal to acquire the property north of the old school building for $1.00 by Mayor Lobdell, 2nd by Councilmember Stringer, Jr.  Motion Carried.  Administrator Luepke contacted David Drown regarding the broadband bond request.  He advised the Council that a City our size cannot support the credit of the bond required for broadband at this time.  The County is starting conversations with Farmer’s Mutual, so the recommendation from Administrator Luepke is to keep the broadband discussion active, but not commit at this time. The Council-Library special meeting works best for Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at 6:00 PM.  Administrator Luepke is looking for Mayor Lobdell to officially call the meeting.  Mayor Lobdell officially called the meeting.  Administrator Luepke will contact the Council and Library Board minutes via email regarding the meeting and post the meeting according to open meeting law.  Administrator Luepke met with the City Attorney regarding the contract with MN Community Solar.  The Attorney had concerns with some verbiage in the contract and wanted Administrator Luepke to ask some more questions, along with asking the League of MN Cities their thoughts.  The City Attorney is working on the contract between Prairie Grain Partners and the City for the engineering cost.  

	9.0
	Old Business

	9.1
	             Budget

There are no updates, but the budget presented is for months of January through March.

	9.2
	             ECPN Program

Administrator Luepke presented the Care Center financials as requested by the City Council.  The Care Center overpaid the City on the liability insurance.  Administrator Luepke taking that dollar value of the total of the ECPN payment.  The Council suggested that the City paid the Care Center paid for clean record keeping.  Motion for the Care Center to pay the City back in the full amount to be billed quarterly and needs to be paid out of the General Fund by Mayor Lobdell, 2nd by Councilmember Bruflat. Motion carried. 

	10.0
	New Business

	11.0
	Adjourn Meeting

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:07 PM by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion Carried. 


