	[image: image1.png]Heart of the Prairie



[image: image2.png]



MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING – CLARKFIELD CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, August 15, 2017 – 7:00 PM

City Hall Meeting Room



	

	Mayor: Jeff Lobdell

	Council Members: Emily Bruflat, Jerry Kaupang, Dale Stringer Jr., Sue Fritz

	Staff Present:  Amanda Luepke – City Administrator, Teather Bliss – Deputy Clerk, Dustin Kramer – Public Works Director

	Others Present:  Jana Suckow, Marica Flattum, Leo Kuehl, Jared Anspach, Alex Sina

	1.0
	Call to Order (7:00 PM)

	2.0
	Pledge of Allegiance

	3.0
	Roll Call

	4.0
	Citizen Comments (7:05 PM)

Comments received from citizens may be placed on a future meeting agenda for consideration.  Comments shall be limited to 5 minutes per person.
· Leo Kuehl addressed the Council on the recent termination of Deanna Sopland from the Clarkfield Home Health Care.  He is well acquainted with Deanna and spoke highly of her performance.  Mr. Kuehl addressed the concern he has the management company.  Mayor Lobdell addressed Mr. Kuehl thanking him for voicing his concern.  

	5.0
	Council Liaison Updates (7:15 PM)

School Taskforce Update:  Councilmember Fritz & Councilmember Stringer, Jr. – The taskforce met with a firm at had walked through the school.  The taskforce moved forward with the firm to provide an architectural drawing and preliminary reports.  
Ordinance Taskforce:  Councilmember Fritz & Councilmember Stringer, Jr. – The taskforce met to look over the zoning ordinances and compared them to the MN Basic Code. 

	6.0
	Consent Agenda (7:20 PM)

The following items are considered non-controversial by staff and are recommended to be read and passed in one motion.  Any council person, staff, citizen, or meeting attendee can request one or more items be to pulled from the Consent Agenda can the item will be pulled and addressed immediately after the passage of the Consent Agenda; otherwise, the following items will be passed in one motion:

Motion to approve the consent agenda by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Councilmember Stringer, Jr.  Motion Carried. 

	6.1
	             Consideration of Additions to the Agenda – Administrator Luepke requested that item 9.1 be removed from the agenda.  Mayor Lobdell added back into item 9.1 Building Inspector and item 10.2 Care Center Contract.

	6.2
	             Consideration to Approve the Payment of Bills

Councilmember Fritz approved on 8-3-17:

Fire Department - $ $363.97

Library - $35.95

General Fund - $37,826.43

ACH’s - $7,883.42

Councilmember Kaupang approved on 8-11-17:

Fire Department - $ $3,820.00

Library - $399.99

General Fund - $31,241.19

ACH’s - $237.00

Total:  $81,807.95

	6.3
	Consideration to Approve City Council Minutes from August 1, 2017


	7.0
	Consideration of items removed from the Consent Agenda for Discuss

	8.0
	Reports (7:30 PM)

	8.1
	             Public Works Director Report – 15 minutes

Director Kramer addressed the Council.  The new baseball park sign was installed.  There has been some recent move in/move out activity at the EDA apartments that the department has been addressing. The new meters have been installed at the Care Center.  There has been work done at the ponds fixing the fence.  Kramer has been working a lot with Great Plains with the project coming through finding locates.  Luepke and Kramer met with Bollig and Rural Development on the infrastructure project.  Mayor Lobdell questioned if the fence at the ponds part of the infrastructure project.  Luepke confirmed that it is not part of the project.  

	8.2
	             Deputy City Clerk Report – 15 minutes

Deputy Clerk Bliss presented a letter from our auditing company in regards to an unauthorized signer signing a city check.  The city’s auditing company are not acting on the matter.  Bliss presented revised internal controls to ensure the incident does not happen in the future.  Motion to adopt the updated Internal Controls Policy by Councilmember Stringer, Jr., 2nd by Councilmember Bruflat.  Motion carried. Bliss also requested a motion for inter-fund transfers.  Motion by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Councilmember Bruflat.  Motion carried.  Bliss reported on the need to reconcile fund balances and resolve outstanding accounts receivables and seeks a motion to write off invoices.  Motion by Councilmember Bruflat, 2nd by Bruflat.  Motion carried. 

	8.3
	             City Administrator Report – 15 minutes

Administrator Luepke gave an update on the County Daycare Taskforce.  Councilmember Fritz, Clarkfield Area Charter School Director, and Luepke have been attending since the first of the year.  Luepke stated that the taskforce initially started to provide resources and education to area parents and those in the family child care business, but switched focus once the need for child care was apparent.  The taskforce will meet again for community updates in three months.  The Clarkfield Area Charter School authorizer approved temporary daycare onsite until the daycare center is completed.  The Bush Foundation grant is getting finalized to be submitted. There will be a closed meeting of the council on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 to discuss a legal matter with an attorney.  Luepke has a meeting set up with Prairie 5 Rides to bring a bus service to Clarkfield.  Luepke reminded the council that the preliminary levy will be set at the next council meeting and that there is a League of MN Cities Regional meeting in Granite Falls on Wednesday, October 11, 2017.

	9.0
	Old Business (8:15 PM)

	9.1
	             Building Inspector
Mayor Lobdell brought to the attention of the council how other smaller cities in the area handle their permit process and voiced that the council may want to look at un-adopting the state building code. Luepke stated that there may be some laws passed requiring an inspection from the city or state level for future projects.  Luepke needs to look into this more. 

	9.2
	             Donation to Clarkfield Community Foundation

Motion to donate $5,000 to the Clarkfield Area Community Foundation by Councilmember Bruflat, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion Carried with Councilmember Kaupang voting against. 

	10.0
	New Business (8:30 PM)

	10.1
	             Appointment of Bill Jahn to the HRA Board

Motion to appoint Bill Jahn to the HRA Board by Mayor Lobdell, 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried. 

	10.2
	             Care Center Contract 

Mayor Lobdell would like to send out Request for Proposal for management companies.  Luepke stated it would be advantageous to hire a company familiar with the medical field to write and advertise the RFP. 

	11.0
	Adjourn Meeting

Motion to adjourn at 8:05 PM by Councilmember Kaupang, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried. 


