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City of Clarkfield 

Minutes 

7:00 PM Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 

City Hall Meeting Room 
904 10th Avenue – Clarkfield, MN 56223 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Clarkfield City Council was called to order by Mayor Stringer III at 7:00 PM, Tuesday, July 17, 
2018, in the City Hall Meeting Room.  Councilmember present:  Mayor Stringer III, Councilmember Fritz, Councilmember 
Kaupang, Councilmember Bruflat, and Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Staff present:  Amanda Luepke – City Administrator, 
Dustin Kramer – Public Works Director.  Also in attendance were Kyle Klausing, Bob Schlenner, Peg Schlenner, Ron 
Schlenner, Hazel Hanson, Jeff VanBuren, Brian Bollig, and Scott Kuhlman. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion by Councilmember Bruflat to approve the agenda with the additions; 2nd by 

Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
a. Addition to Action Item D – Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180717B 
b. Addition to Action Item E – Consideration to Approve Compliance Form  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Councilmember Bruflat to approve minutes of the July 3, 2018 Council 
meeting; 2nd Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

5. INVOICES PAYABLE: Motion to approve the invoice payables by Councilmember Kaupang; 2nd Councilmember 
Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

a. Payment Batch 7.3.2018 ACH 
b. Payment Batch 7.3.2018 Fire Department 
c. Payment Batch 7.3.2018 General Fund 
d. Payment Batch 7.12.2018 ACH 
e. Payment Batch 7.12.2018 Fire Department 
f. Payment Batch 7.12.2018 General Fund 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
a. Ron Schlenner with Schlenner Construction addressed the council regarding the Prairie Grain Partners 

expansion project and locating the curb stop.  Schlenner stated the city did not know where the stop 
was and they needed to dig down to figure out where the water goes.  He stated that the situation could 
have been handled better.   

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND CITY STAFF 
a. Infrastructure Funding Update – Jeff VanBuren, Rural Development Area Specialist:  Jeff Vanburen 

approached the council regarding the letter of conditions that was signed and the intent to meet those 
conditions.  VanBuren stated that there is a resolution on the agenda approving the infrastructure loan 
and authorizing to proceed with the project that needs a motion.  There was discussion regarding 
whether the city would be able to blend water with Rural Water.  Brian Bollig stated this discussion is on 
hold right now as they are submitting an application for additional grant monies.  

b. Minnewaska IT Proposal – Chris Knoll, Minnewaska Community Health Services Administrator:  Chris 
Knoll approached the council regarding the transition of management companies for the Clarkfield Care 
Center.  It was reported that Minnewaska’s goal is to have the Clarkfield Care Center to have its own 
identity.  There are technologies that need to be updated and licenses purchased in the Care Center’s 
name.  Minnewaska is proposing a subscription cloud-based server option and purchasing twenty-five 
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new machines.  Motion by Councilmember Kaupang, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz to spend up to 
$41,268.00.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

c. Library Board Report – Hazel Hanson, Library Board Member:  Hazel Hanson approached the council to 
update on library activities.  It was reported that the book sale will be July 20th.  The Library Board hired 
a sign language professional and the budget meeting is set for August 6th.  

d. Public Works Report – Dustin Kramer, Public Works Director:  Dustin Kramer approached the council 
regarding the public works department.  It was reported that the department has been focusing on grass 
and weed violations.  Kramer stated that the new mowers were delivered, some posts in North Park 
were removed, and prep for Cardinal Days has started.  The concrete replacement occurred in Lions Park 
and at F & M Bank.  The rubberized materials for Valhalla Park was delivered for the playground.   

e. City Administrator Report – Amanda Luepke, City Administrator:  Amanda Luepke addressed the 
council.  It was reported that a property owner was using a private dumpster.  The city office made sure 
the property owner received a garbage can and service was added to the account.  A reminder was 
given regarding filing information and dates. The budget committee met regarding the sound system 
and Luepke ordered a smaller system that will meet our needs for around $275.00.  A citizen 
approached the city office about weeding and planting hastate in front of the office.  Luepke was 
directed to gather more information.  The old school taskforce approved the final RFP requesting 
professional consulting services to oversee the competitive bidding process.  The care center committee 
met with Chris Knoll with Minnewaska Health Services to discuss the IT needs at the care center.  

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
a. Charter School Lift Pump – Bob & Ron Schlenner, Property Owners:  Bob Schlenner addressed the 

council to provide history of the charter school project.  When Yellow Medicine East school closed the 
Clarkfield School, a committee was formed to see if a charter school could be formed.  The Schlenner’s 
were approached to help.  The current property that the charter school resides was not within city limits 
and was annexed into the city.  The council approved water and sewer for the building with no 
conditions.  The Schlenner’s at that time paid for the lift pump and landscaping. Schlenner stated that 
the city receives $6,100 in real estate taxes each year and $2,040 in utility billing fees.  

9. ACTIONS ITEMS 
a. Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180717 – Donations:  Motion to approve Resolution 20180717 

by Mayor Stringer III; 2nd by Councilmember Dale Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
b. Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180717A – Infrastructure Loan:  Motion to approve Resolution 

20180717A by Councilmember Kaupang, 2nd by Mayor Stringer III.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
c. Consideration to Waive Invoice No. 1238 – Charter School Lift Pump:  Motion to Waive Invoice No. 

1238 by Councilmember Stringer Jr, 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
d. Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180717B- Matching Grant Application:  Motion to approve 

Resolution 20180717B by Councilmember Stringer Jr, 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried 
with all in favor. 

e. Consideration to Approve Compliance Form and Tax Compliance Certification:  Motion to approve by 
Councilmember Bruflat, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

10. ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn at 8:06 PM by Councilmember Stringer Jr, 2nd by Councilmember Bruflat.  
Motion carried with all in favor.   

 
 
 
Reminder – Addressing the Council: Those wishing to speak should wait to be acknowledged by the Mayor & 
comments should be on the topic being discussed.  Public Comment time frame is limited to 3 minutes per individual. 
Data Privacy Rules and Open Meeting Laws can be violated by discussion of employee performance at a public 
meeting and finally, personal attacks of anybody will not be tolerated.  
 

 


