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City of Clarkfield 

Minutes 

7:00 PM Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

City Hall Meeting Room 
904 10th Avenue – Clarkfield, MN 56223 

 

A regular meeting of the City of Clarkfield was called to order by Mayor Hendrickson at 7:00 PM, Tuesday, February 4, 
2020, in the City Hall Meeting Room.  Councilmembers present: Mayor Hendrickson, Councilmember Fritz, 
Councilmember Hedman, Councilmember Kaupang, and Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Staff/Boards present:  Amanda 
Luepke – City Administrator, Troy Bruflat – Public Works Foreman/Director.    Also, in attendance:  various residents.  
 

1. CALL THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion to approve the agenda with the change by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by 

Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
a. Change to Agenda:  Mayor Hendrickson requested to move the Yellow Medicine County invoice to 

Action Item 9B.  
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve the minutes by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd Councilmember Kaupang.  

Motion carried with all in favor.  
a. Consideration to Approve Minutes from Special Meeting conducted on 1.17.2020 
b. Consideration to Approve Minutes from Regular Meeting conducted on 1.21.2020 

5. INVOICES PAYABLE:  Motion to approve invoices payable by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Councilmember 
Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

a. Fund 100 General Fund   $40,384.14 
b. Fund 200 Fire Department $1,228.40 
c. Fund 260 Library  $1,199.67 
d. Fund 400 Infrastructure  $23,175.25 
e. Fund 601 Water  $4,097.13 
f. Fund 602 Sewer   $958.51 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
a. Daryle Toft asked the council if the City Administrator handed out information he provided to the city 

office.  
b. Jean Lynner approached the council regarding the upcoming elections and the election information 

reflects that the election will be held in the community center.  Lynner wonders where the community 
center is located as she feels the community center was demolished.  Lynner also voiced a concern 
about the city hall meeting room not following ADA regulations.  

c. Joan Longhenry approached the council to clarify that the group did not want the wet gym to fall on the 
taxpayers.   

d. Naomi Peterson approached the council regarding the minutes that reflect the approval allowing the 
city office to close at 12:30 PM on Fridays.  

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND CITY STAFF 
a. Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Hendrickson did not have anything to report.   
b. Councilmember’s Report: Councilmember Kaupang did not have anything to report. Councilmember 

Stringer Jr also did not have anything to report.  Councilmember Fritz attended the EDA meeting which 
was reported to be well attended.  The EDA approved committee assignments, along with receiving a 
public works update.   Councilmember Hedman reported she also attended the EDA meeting, but did 
not have anything to add.     



The City of Clarkfield is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
 

c. Public Works Department Report – Troy Bruflat, Public Works Foreman/Director:  Bruflat approached 
the council with updates from the public works department.  Bruflat reported that there have been some 
repairs to the new plow truck.  There have also been renovations completed on the city hall meeting 
room restrooms to meet ADA requirements.  Tonka, the company that built the water filter, toured the 
water plant and reported that the water filter is in good condition.  Jeff Dale with Minnesota Rural Water 
Association toured the water plant and stated the plant is working well.  Bruflat reported that his has 
obtained his Class D Wastewater license.  The council gave the committee authority to approve the 
sweeper attachment purchase.  The council city had questions regarding the warranty of each sweeper.  
Bruflat recommended purchasing a new sweeper versus a used one so the City knows the condition and 
treatment of the equipment we are investing.  

d. City Administrator Report – Amanda Luepke, City Administrator:  Luepke reported that there were no 
formal complaints filed. The ordinance committee met on January 27, 2020 to discuss the status of the 
rental licensing process. The county board meet on January 29, 2020 and approved the change order 
with Frattalone, along with the quote of asbestos abatement for the old school project.  Luepke notified 
the council that the Presidential Nomination Primary election is on March 3, 2020 therefore the first 
council meeting for March will be held on March 10, 2020.  Luepke will be attending the Legislative 
Conference in St. Paul on March 18 and 19.  Luepke will be sending office staff to the MCFOA 
Conference in St. Cloud starting March 16 through the March 19.  Luepke reminded the council that they 
are invited to the EMS appreciation supper on February 13, 2020.  Luepke provided the committee 
assignments that were voted on at the February 4, 2020 council meeting to ensure accuracy.  Luepke 
reported that SAFES budget and annual report of indebtness were completed and submitted.  

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
a. Garbage Exemption Process:  Luepke provided a memo with the overview of the exemption process 

along with the individuals currently receiving an exemption.  There have been complaints submitted to 
the city office regarding anyone currently receiving an exemption.  The list of individuals was reviewed 
by council and directed Luepke to remove the third individual on the list as they do not qualify for the 
exemption they are approved for.  The individual can apply for a different exemption.  Luepke was 
directed to place this on the next agenda as an action item.   

9. ACTIONS ITEMS  
a. Closed Meeting – Attorney-Client Privilege – Minnesota Statue 13D.05:  Motion to close the regular 

council meeting by Councilmember Hedman, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried with all in 
favor.  Motion to open the close meeting by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion 
carried with all in favor. Motion to close the close meeting by Mayor Hendrickson, 2nd by 
Councilmember Hedman.  Motion carried with all in favor.  Motion to open to regular council meeting 
by Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Councilmember Hedman.  Motion carried with all in favor.   

b. Consideration to Approve County Invoices for the Old School Project:  Motion to approve invoices by 
Councilmember Fritz, 2nd by Mayor Hendrickson.  Motion carried with Councilmember Kaupang and 
Councilmember Stringer Jr opposing.  

10. ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn at 8:42 PM by Councilmember Kaupang, 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  
Motion carried with all in favor.   

 
Respectively Submitted By:  Amanda Luepke, City Administrator  


