
 
CITY OF CLARKFIELD MINUTES 

7:00 PM Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 
City Hall Meeting Room 

904 10th Ave  
Clarkfield, MN 56223 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Clarkfield City Council was called to order by Mayor Stringer III at 7:00 PM, Tuesday April 
10, 2018, in the City Hall Meeting Room. Councilmember present: Mayor Stringer III, Councilmember Fritz, 
Councilmember Kaupang, and Councilmember Stringer Jr. Councilmember Bruflat was not present. Staff present: 
Amanda Luepke – City Administrator, Dustin Kramer – Public Works Director, and Shari McNamara – Care Center 
Executive Director.  Also in attendance were Paul Anspach, Hazel Hanson, Marcia Flattum, Jana Suckow, Katie Kaatz, 
and Troy Bruflat. 
 

1) Pledge of Allegiance  
 

2) Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve the agenda by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Mayor Stringer III.  Motion 
carried with all in favor. 

 

3) Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from the March 19th regular council meeting by 
Councilmember Stringer Jr with corrections to the motions approved regarding the garbage exemption forms, along 
with changing the Library Chair verbiage to Library President; 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang. Motion carried with 
all in favor.  

  

4) Invoices Payable:  Motion to approve invoices payable by Mayor Stringer III; 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion 
carried with all favor.  

 

5) Public Comments 
 

a) Hazel Hanson addressed the council asking where to dispose of batteries.  Mayor Stringer III answered that they 
can go in the day to day garbage.  

b) Troy Bruflat and Katie Kaatz approached the council regarding Cardinal Days.  They requested that the event 
could play music until 12:30 AM, the ability to obtain a permit for a beer garden at the event and to receive a 
donation in the amount of $1,000 from the City.  The council approved playing music until 12:30 PM and the 
ability to obtain a permit for the beer garden.  Luepke was directed to review the budget for the donation 
request.  The council offered free swim during the 3-day event.  Luepke was directed to work with the pool 
manager.  North Park also needs a new volleyball net. Luepke commented that a new volleyball net was 
discussed at the last park and rec committee meeting.  
 

6) Committee/Staff Reports 
a) Care Center Report:  McNamara approached the council regarding the Care Center.  The Care Center had their 

state survey on March 6, 2018 and received 6 tags that were isolated.  The plan of correction has been 
implemented.  Financials from January and February were presented to the council.  In January, the Care Center 
was $48,000 ahead of budget and averaged 29 residents.  The case mix score dropped to .88; it was reported 
that this is a low score and Ecumen is conducting a deep dive to correct.  The City’s pay back for the bond payoff 
was deposited into the City’s general checking account and has been corrected and moved the Escrow account 
to follow council directive. The February financials showed a loss of $10,000 and reflected an average of 24 
residents.  

b) City Administrator Report:  Luepke reported that Councilmember Bruflat has request a leave of absence 
returning on May 1, 2018.  Deputy Mike Jensen has submitted a list of properties violating public nuisances and 
the abandon vehicle ordinance to the office and letters will be sent regarding the violations. Discussion took 
place on city-wide clean-up day the city will charge $10 per cubic yard, after the first load.  The clean-up is 



scheduled for Saturday, May 5, 2018 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  There was regarding moving the regularly 
scheduled council meeting from Tuesday, April 17 to Monday, April 16 to align with the board of appeals 
hearing.  Motion was made by Councilmember Kaupang; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with 
all in favor.  The city is working on the audit and gathering reports for Rural Development.  There was 
clarification regarding the proof of purchase of bags for those approved to use the bag service option.  Proof of 
purchase is presenting a receipt for the bags to the city office per council direction.  
 

7) Discussion Items  
 

8) Action Items 
a) Consideration to Approve Submitted Garbage Exemption Forms 

i) Garbage Exemption for Dennis Jorgenson: Motion to approve exemption by Councilmember Kaupang, 2nd 
by Mayor Stringer III. Motion carried with all in favor.  

ii) Garbage Exemption for Ron and Mary Johnson: Motion to approve exemption with purchase of bag service 
by Mayor Stringer III; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr. Motion carried with all in favor. 

iii) Garbage Exemption for Sally Westre: Motion to approve exemption with purchase of bag service by Mayor 
Stringer III; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr. Motion carried with all in favor. 

iv) Garbage Exemption for Brian Jorgens:  Motion to approve exemption by Councilmember Stringer Jr; 2nd by 
Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

v) Garbage Exemption for Scott Winson:  Council tabled for date clarification.  
b) Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180403 – Donation to Library: Motion to approve Resolution by 

Councilmember Stringer Jr; 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
c) Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180403A – Donation to Fire Department: Motion to approve 

Resolution by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Mayor Stringer III.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
d) Consideration to Approve Resolution 20180403B – Sale of Donated Property:  Motion to approve Resolution by 

Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
e) Consideration to Approve Agreement for Payment In Lieu of Property Taxes for 2017:  Motion to approve 

Agreement by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Mayor Stringer III.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
f) Consideration to Approve Agreement for Payment In Lieu of Property Taxes for 2018:  Motion to approve 

Agreement by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Mayor Stringer III.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
 

9) Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn at 8:25 PM by Councilmember Kaupang; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion 
carried with all in favor.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reminder – Addressing the Council: Those wishing to speak should wait to be acknowledged by the Mayor & 
comments should be on the topic being discussed.  Data Privacy Rules and Open Meeting Laws can be violated by 
discussion of employee performance at a public meeting and finally, personal attacks of anybody will not be 
tolerated.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


