
The City of Clarkfield is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
 

 

 

City of Clarkfield 

Minutes 

7:00 PM Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

City Hall Meeting Room 
904 10th Avenue – Clarkfield, MN 56223 

 

A regular meeting of the City of Clarkfield was called to order by Mayor Hendrickson at 7:00 PM, Tuesday, April 16, 2019, 
in the City Hall Meeting Room.   Councilmembers present:  Mayor Hendrickson, Councilmember Fritz, Councilmember 
Hedman, Councilmember Kaupang, and Councilmember Dale Stringer Jr.  Staff present:  Amanda Luepke – City 
Administrator, Justin Boldt – Care Center Executive Director, and Chris Knoll – Minnewaska Health Services CEO.  Also, in 
attendance:  city residents. 
 

1. CALL THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion to approve the agenda with requested additions by Councilmember Hedman; 

2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
a. Luepke requested additions to the agenda: 

i. 7a. Old School Taskforce Update – Janel Timm 
ii. 8a. Supporting Comprehensive Transportation Funding  

iii. 9b. Consideration to Approve Asbestos Inspection 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve minutes from the Regular meeting by Councilmember Stringer Jr; 

2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
a. Consideration to Approve Minutes from Regular Meeting conducted on 4.9.2019 

5. INVOICES PAYABLE 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. Berdette Schoep approached the city council on behalf of the Clarkfield Area Community Foundation. 
Schoep presented a brochure of the organization.  It was reported that the endowment fund contains 
$262,000 and in 2018, the foundation gave $10,457.00 in grants community wide.  It is projected that 
the grant fund amount for 2019 will be over $11,000.  Schoep notified the council that F & M Bank will 
be matching funds up to $15,000 to raise money for the endowment.  There is a funding request to the 
Clarkfield Area Community Foundation in the amount of $3,000.  Luepke stated that the funding request 
will be on the next agenda as a discussion item.  

b. Dean Cornelius approached the city council regarding the utility bill located at 806 14th Street.  The 
property was sold on a contract for deed agreement and Cornelius has the property back now. Cornelius 
is requesting the utility bill to be forgiven as the former property owner did not pay the bill.  It was 
stated that the city office has waived unused garbage use, along with late fees in the amount of 
$198.06.  Luepke stated the request will be on the next agenda item as a discussion item.  

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND CITY STAFF 
a. Old School Taskforce Update – Janel Timm:  Timm addressed the council regarding the old school 

project.  Timm gave a timeline for the demolition bid process.  On April 23, 2019, there was a mandatory 
bid meeting required for anyone interested in placing a bid.  The bid opening will be hosted at the 
county on May 9th and approved at the county board meeting on May 14th.  The city council would 
approve the bid if approved by the county at the May 21st council meeting.  The County Board approved 
a proposal in the amount of $4,886.00 from Apex Envirocare.  After the approval, the county learned 
Apex Envirocare would not be accepting the contingency of indemnifying.  The second proposal in the 
amount of $12,750 from IEA, Inc is on the agenda for action.  If the council approves the proposal, it will 
go to the county board on April 23, 2019 for county board approval.   



The City of Clarkfield is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
 

b. Broadband Presentation – Jenna Johansen, Woodstock Communications:  Jenna approached the 
council regarding broadband capabilities for Clarkfield.  Woodstock Communications is located in 
Ruthton, MN.  The company is independently owned and would lay fiber infrastructure to the home.  
Johansen discussed the Border-to-Border Grant funding opportunity, and if funding passes the 
legislature, they would be applying for funding on the city’s behalf.  Motion to support the opportunity 
for broadband by Councilmember Stringer Jr, 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in 
favor.  

c. Library Board – Hazel Hanson, Library Board President:  Hazel Hanson approached the city council 
regarding the library board report.  The library submitted the state report, which the board members 
participated in.  It was reported that the library experienced a ceiling leak due to a plugged roof drain.  
The library was awarded a grant for story time books.  The story time stuff animal sleepover is scheduled 
for April 30, 2019.  It was also reported that the library will be participating in the Cardinal Days parade. 

d. Care Center Report – Justin Boldt, Care Center Administrator/Chris Knoll, MHS CEO:  Justin Boldt and 
Chris Knoll approached the council regarding the Care Center. Boldt presented his report to include a 
proposed increase of 5% to private pay clients at the Valhalla Apartments.  The last increase was in 2017 
of 16%.  The letter outlining the increase was submitted to the council from Boldt. Knoll discussed 
concerns regarding nursing facility cuts that are included in the House of Representatives Health and 
Human Services Omnibus bill as it was passed.  Knoll presented talking points to the council in order to 
send letters to legislatures.  Boldt discussed the pool nursing staff impacts to the budget.  The care 
center conducted a great survey with the state and implemented a plan of corrections on necessary 
items.  It was reported that the Care Center participated in the Health Fair in Granite Falls.   Knoll 
reported that the Escrow Account contains $67,097 currently.  Occupancy was reported at 78.94%, 
while the budget reflects occupancy at 69.5%.  The case mix score has increased to .90.  The operating 
loss is directly tied to the expense as it relates to pool nursing staff.  

e. City Administrator Report – Amanda Luepke, City Administrator:  Luepke addressed the council 
regarding the audit.  A reminder was given that the auditors will be on-site the week of April 29, 2019.  
Luepke also reminded the council that city wide clean up is on Saturday, May 4 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 
PM.  Luepke reported that the council needs to waive or not waive monetary limits on municipal tort 
liability.  It is recommended to not waive the limits.  Motion to not waive the limit by Councilmember 
Fritz; 2nd by Councilmember Hedman.  Motion carried with all in favor.   

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
a. Supporting Comprehensive Transportation Funding:  The League of MN Cities is urging city councils to 

adopt a resolution calling for the Legislature to pass and the governor to sign a permanent increase in 
dedicated funding for state and local road, bridge, and transit systems in Greater MN and the 
metropolitan area.  Luepke presented the resolution for review.  Luepke was directed to place the 
resolution as an action item on the next agenda.  

9. ACTIONS ITEMS 
a. Consideration to Approve Resolution 2019_0416 – Raffle Request:  Motion to approve by 

Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Councilmember Hedman.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
b. Consideration to Approve Asbestos Inspection:  Motion to approve by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by 

Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
10. ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn at 8:07 PM by Councilmember Kaupang; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  

Motion carried with all in favor.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: Amanda Luepke, City Administrator  
 
 
 
 
 



The City of Clarkfield is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
 

  


