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City of Clarkfield 

Minutes 

7:00 PM Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 

City Hall Meeting Room 
904 10th Avenue – Clarkfield, MN 56223 

 

 
A regular meeting of the Clarkfield City Council was called to order by Mayor Stringer III at 7:00 PM, Tuesday, November 
13, 2018, in the City Hall Meeting Room.  Councilmember present:  Mayor Stringer III, Councilmember Fritz, 
Councilmember Kaupang, Councilmember Bruflat, and Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Staff present:  Amanda Luepke – City 
Administrator and Chris Knoll – Interim Care Center Administrator.  Also, in attendance were Alex Sina, Hazel Hanson, 
Craig Giles, Paul Anspach, Marica Flattum, Jana Suckow. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Councilmember Fritz to approve the agenda; 2nd by Councilmember 

Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Mayor Stringer III to approve the minutes from the October 16, 2018; 2nd by 

Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
a. Consideration to approve minutes from Regular Meeting conducted on 10.16.2018 

5. INVOICES PAYABLE:  Motion by Mayor Stringer III to approve the invoices payable; 2nd by Councilmember Fritz.  
Motion carried with all in favor. 

a. Payment Batch 10.17.2018 Fire Department 
b. Payment Batch 10.17.2018 General Fund 
c. Payment Batch 10.17.2018 ACH 
d. Payment Batch 10.25.2018 General Fund 
e. Payment Batch 11.1.2018 ACH 
f. Payment Batch 11.1.2018 Fire Department 
g. Payment Batch 11.1.2018 General Fund 
h. Payment Batch 11.2.2018 General Fund 
i. Payment Batch 11.8.2018 ACH 
j. Payment Batch 11.8.2018 Fire Department 
k. Payment Batch 11.8.2018 General Fund 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
a. Paul Anspach addressed the City Council regarding snow plowing and let the council know that the 

Public Works Department can continue to push snow on his street as they have in the past.  Anspach 
also brought up concerns regarding the building inspector and his building permit.  Anspach requested a 
closed session with the building inspector and the council to address concerns.  

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND CITY STAFF 
a. Care Center Report – Chris Knoll, Interim Clarkfield Care Center Administrator:  Knoll approached the 

council regarding the Care Center.  Knoll reported that Ecumen is responsible for eleven months on the 
audit and the audit will be conducted the week of Thanksgiving. The Care Center is looking to hire a 
Director of Nursing from within and starting date is November 21, 2018.  The Care Center will be 
providing education and additional resources.  Knoll is requesting the Care Center Committee to meet 
and conduct interview for the Care Center Administrator position in December.  Knoll also presented the 
budgets for the Care Center, Home Health and the Ambulance.  Motion to approve the Ambulance 
budget by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
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Motion to approve the Home Health Care/Assisted Living budget by Councilmember Kaupang; 2nd by 
Councilmember Fritz.  Motion carried with all in favor.  Motion to approve the Care Center budget by 
Councilmember Kaupang; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

b. Library Board Report – Hazel Hanson, Library Board President:  Hanson approached the council 
regarding recent library board meetings.  Hanson reported that the library board meet in September 
and November.  The board discussed upcoming story times.  There was also discussion and approval to 
conduct a new story time for the child care center by offering signing education.  It was reported that 
the library’s computer crashed, and Dave Rupp was able to rebuild and offer a solution.  Hanson 
reported that two board members have terms expiring and they are willing to stay on.  The library board 
also posted a building number on the outside of the library entrance door and is considering a parade 
float for next summer’s parade.  

c. City Administrator Report – Amanda Luepke, City Administrator:  Luepke addressed the council.  It was 
reported that the levy should be set at $382,766.00, which is another decrease of .52% over last year.  
Luepke let the council know that David Drown would be attending a council meeting in December to 
discuss special assessments regarding the infrastructure project.  There was an update provided to the 
council regarding an email sent from a citizen and Luepke asked the individual to follow the formal 
complaint process.  It was reported that the new councilmember orientation presentation should be 
wrapped up and on the next council agenda for discussion.  Clarkfield was approved to roll the $178,000 
Temporary Bond of 2015 into the infrastructure financing.  There is a resolution in the action items. 
Luepke has notified Mark Sand & Gravel the terms discussed at the October 16, 2018 council meeting.  
Elections were successful.  The City Council serves as the canvassing board for city elections.  The council 
must meet to canvass the returns and declare the results within three to ten days after a general 
election.  It was stated that the Care Center Committee met with Chris Knoll, Julie Londgren, Jeanette 
Duis, Melinda Hedman and Michelle Ehrenberg regarding the structure of the Ambulance.  Chris stated 
that the ambulance expenses and revenues are intermixed with the Care Center financials and it was 
suggested to work together to separate the financials.  The budget committee meet on October 30, 
2018 to review and finalize the 2019 budget recommendation.  The committee called a special meeting 
to discuss council and employee wages.  The special meeting was held on Monday, November 5, 2018.  
Luepke reported that Troy Bruflat started full time on Monday, November 5, 2018 and will plan to 
attend the second council meeting each month to report happenings to the council.  Pot holes have 
been filled during his first week, along with ordering parts for Miller Lift. Excel Energy was also contacted 
regarding updated the electric pole to three-phase.  KLM Engineering conducted the water tower 
inspection on November 5, 2018.   

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
a. Review and Verify Election Results – Canvass Board:  The City Council review and verified election 

results.  The election results were read aloud by City Administrator, Amanda Luepke.  
9. ACTIONS ITEMS 

a. Consideration to Approve Resolution 2018_1113 – Refunding Bond:  Motion to approve refunding 
bond by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

b. Consideration to Approve Resolution 2018_1113A – Donations:  Motion to approve donations for 
library by Mayor Stringer III; 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

c. Consideration to Approve Election Results:  Motion to approve election results by Councilmember Fritz; 
2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

d. Consideration to Approve Miller Lift Quote:  Motion to approve quote by Mayor Stringer III; 2nd by 
Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

e. Consideration to Appoint Library Board Members – Crystal Schwartz and Natasha Lynne:  Motion to 
appoint library board members by Councilmember Fritz; 2nd by Councilmember Kaupang.  Motion 
carried with all in favor.   

10. ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn at 8:11 PM by Mayor Stringer III; 2nd by Councilmember Stringer Jr.  Motion carried 
with all in favor.   

 


