	MINUTES

	Clarkfield City Council

	Regular Council Meeting

	March 15th, 2016

	7:00 P.M.

	
	

	Council Members Present: Jeff Lobdell, Erin Crosby, Neil Linscheid, Scott Vold, 

	Others Present: Becca Schrupp-City Administrator, Jim Nelson, Keith Binsfeld-Public Works, Murray Finger-Care Center Administrator, Jennifer Pfeffer-Regional Executive Director Ecumen, Scott and Wendy Larson, Hazel Hanson, John Lynner, Lori Lynner, Sue Toft, Nancy Chasteen, Brian Pitzel, Keith Henna, Danny Larson, Francis Staab, Jim Sopland, Stan and Karen Kaatz, Alisha and Brad Handeland, Jeanette Duis, Ann Jenson, Deb Bruflat, Kathy Bellicot, Chuck and Mary Brock, Kathy Jahn, Sue Jans, Bob Schlenner, Caitlyn Mahlum-Granite Falls Advocate Tribune, Troy Bruflat, Steve Lynner, Michelle Ehrunberg, Krista Stangeland, Ashley Jorgenson, Jessica Anderson, Dawn Soderstrom, Kathy Kaupang, 

	1.0
	Call Meeting to Order

	2.0
	Pledge of Allegiance 

	3.0
	Roll Call

	4.0
	Public Comments
Scott and Wendy Larson: Filling Station

The Larson’s discussed the pull-tab tip-board. They stated that they have been trying to get this into town for the last few years. They have asked the Hanley Falls Fire Department after they had first asked the Clarkfield Fire Department, the Ambulance, and the Lion’s Club. They would like to do things in their bar in order to gain patrons. They have wanted to do this and Bar Bingo. The Council will give them a decision at the next meeting. 
Naomi Peterson: 

Peterson wanted to know what the numbers on the survey were as they seem to correlate with utility bill accounts. Schrupp reminded everyone that the utility bills are about a 9 digit number and the surveys went up to about 350, so if there was any that matched in any way it was just a coincidence. The numbers were asked to be put on their by the RDC in order for them to have some knowledge on the back end. Peterson also stated that she was fired from her job at the City and because of a commitment could not be at the meeting. She wanted to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting to share her side. The Council stated that she can state her side, but it would not be in a public forum setting. 

	5.0
	Organizational Business

	5.1
	     Approve Agenda and addition: Motion by Linscheid to approve the agenda. Seconded by Crosby. Motion passed unanimously. 

	5.2
	     Approval of Minutes from the March 2nd, Meeting
Motion by Vold to approve the minutes of the March 2nd Meeting. Seconded by Linscheid. Motion passed unanimously. 

	6.0
	Financial Transactions: Approve Bills (sign bill printout sheet)
Motion by Linscheid to approve the bills in the amount of $14,321.83. Seconded by Vold. Motion passed unanimously. 

	7.0
	Reports 

	7.1
	     Public Works Report
Nelson presented his February report. They are looking at discharging the ponds sometime next month.  They have an MPCA inspection Friday at 2pm. He discussed the VFD repair in the well house. It was a $5,000.00 repair. Meier Electric of Marshall might be able to be able to replace the screen. Keith passed his D wastewater license. He is now licensed for our facility at the wastewater. The next steps are to continue to train Keith and continue to get him comfortable with different things. It will be about another year before he will be able to test for his C water license.  

	7.2
	     Ambulance

The ambulance crew was there and stated that they didn’t feel that the City supported them. Since 2013 they have been striving for 24/7/265 on-call pay. Right now they have Friday 6pm-Monday 6am of on-call weekends. The ambulance supporters shared that they felt the City should be financially supporting the ambulance. The Council shared that they had a proposal that was created after sitting down with a few of the ambulance personnel the week prior. This proposal was for a bonus for ambulance crew members that went to every training and signed up for 24 hours of on-call time each month. The ambulance staff and the committee that met with them the week prior will sit down again and discuss another proposal or different options. 

	7.3
	     Care Center

Finger and Pfeffer discussed the Clifton Larson Allen proposal for strategic capital planning. This would cost $5,500 for phase 1 which is a base-line strategic capital plan. Phase 2 which is strategy development is $500.00-$1500.00 per strategy. Phase 3 is on-site meetings and presentation. This would cost $2,500.00 per on-site meeting. This would be beneficial for the next 5 years. The benefits would be to right size, go beyond the market study, and answering what we could support.

Motion by Vold to accept the proposal for Clifton Larson Allen. Seconded by Linscheid. Motion passed unanimously.  

	7.4
	     Administrator Report
Council Information: 

The temporary position for the Public Works Department was posted on the City’s website, Facebook, and Indeed. We have 3 applications as of right now. 

Keith took his wastewater test at the training a few weeks ago and he is now a class D wastewater operator. 

The Office will be closed on March 17th. 

After re-listening to the meeting, I just want to make sure that the Council authorized for the Administrator to hire the temporary public works employee at a rate below the most recent hire. 

This is correct. The Council is to interview and hire the temporary public works employee. 

There was a concern from a TKO parent over the basement of the City Hall that came in today. They stated that they believe someone is sleeping on the couch, messing up the basement, they found staples on the floor, the dehumidifier was tipped over so there was a mildew smell down there and the carpet was wet. She also stated that the other exit was locked. This parent is concerned with the type of people that could be in the basement of City Hall and what they will leave behind. I did speak with Deputy Jenson yesterday and he said that he has been keeping an eye on it and that he was the one who locked that door as he thought it was supposed to be locked. We have contacted someone about the cameras and are getting a quote from them. We will have it by Friday. I have also discussed the locking of the facility with Deputy Yerigan. He said that if there is a sign that states that it is a tornado shelter that a previous council must have designated the basement for a tornado shelter. I spoke to the attorney and they will be looking into this and what the steps that we will need to take if the Council were to decide to un-designate this. In the meantime, the parent was wondering if Council will make it so that no group can use the basement. 

The archery grant that was going to be discussed was found to be only for schools. Alicia was going to reach out to the school to see if they had any interest in having archery at the school. 

	8.0
	Old Business: 

	8.1
	      Codification Book: 

The Codification Book is going around. Lobdell passed the book to Crosby. There were no questions at present. 

	9.0
	New Business

	9.1
	      Summer Recreation Director/Lifeguard Director Positions

Schrupp is to look at and make recommendations to the Council. 

	10.0
	Adjourn Meeting 

Motion by Linscheid to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 pm. Seconded by Crosby. Motion passed unanimously. 


